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Thompsonville Fire Department

11 Pearl Strect
Enfield, Connecticut 06082-3501
Telephone 860-745-3365 Fax 860-745-1492

Chief Francis A. Alaimo

March 1, 2013

Good morning to the Honorable chairs, vice chairs, and
ranking members, as well as all the distinguished
members of the planning and development committee.

My name is Chief Francis Alaimo and I am employed
by the Thompsonville fire district located in Enfield
Connecticut have I been employed by the district for
the past 33 years.

I'am here to this morning to speak in opposition bill
6153.

We currently have the luxury of the town Clerk and the
Registrar of voters to provide us with information on
the legal voters in the Thompsonville fire district.

This would be logistically impossible for our fire
district to comply with.



Thompsonville Fire Department
11 Pearl Street
Enfield, Connecticut 06082-3501
Telephone 860-745-3365 Fax 860-745-1492

Chief Francis A. Alaimo

I’'m not sure it’s even legal for LLCs to vote. I know
it’s not allowed in the town of Enfield. So there
wouldn’t even be a database for the fire district fall
back on.

I do not have enough knowledge to speak on this issue.
You may have to start with voting laws in the state of
Connecticut.

Respectfully submitted
Francis A Alaimo
Fire Chief
Thompsonville fire district




Thompsonville Fire Department
11 Pearl Street
Enfield, Connecticut 06082-3501
Telephone 860-745-3365 Fax 860-745-1492

Chief Francis A. Alaimo

March 1, 2013

Good morning to the honorable chairs, vice chairs, and
ranking members, as well as all the distinguished
members, of the planning and development committee.

My name is Chief Francis Alaimo and I am employed
by the Thompsonville fire district located in Enfield
Connecticut. I have been employed by the district for

the past 33 years.

[ come before you this morning to speak in opposition
of house bills 6237 in doing research [ have found this
provision to be part of our special act dating back to

1889.

If this bill is adopted, it would remove the Districts
provision to holding, purchasing, conveying, real and
personal real estate. For the purpose of maintaining the
fire department, and for the protection of the property
within said district from fire, and to making the
appropriation for the same.



Thompsonville Fire Department
11 Pearl Street
Enfield, Connecticut 06082-3501
Telephone 860-745-3365 Fax 860-745-1492

Chief Francis A, Alaimo

Our Firefighters are currently working out of station
that was built in 1939. Our current station is riddled
with fire safety code violations, building code
violations, health & safety code violations. and is
suffering from sick building syndrome.

We have just completed a one-year process that
included a relationship with the town of Enfield. An
agreement was executed in October 2012 to purchased
town property that a new fire house would be
constructed on. And just last week final signatures and
a deposit was made.

We are scheduled to break ground around the first or
second week of June. With completion scheduled for
early summer of 2014. Which is the Thompsonville fire

District 175™ anniversary.

Many people think this is the start of economic
development in Thompsonville, an area of Enfield that



Thompsonville Fire Department
11 Pearl Street
Enfield, Connecticut 06082-3501
Telephone 860-745-3365 Fax 860-745-1492

Chief Francis A. Alaimo

hasn’t seen development since urban renewal in the
70s.

[ am an active member of the Connecticut career fire
Chiefs Association. I sit on labor management
committee, and 1n the last couple of years have been
appointed to sit on the legislative committee. So |
welcome all of you to be a part of my first big
assignment.

I must be honest, I’'m not that familiar with this process,
so I had to reach out to my colleagues on both sides, of
labor and management for some advice. They were
pretty helpful, as you know a few of them have been
hanging around this building for quite a few years.

One of the things they couldn’t help me with was this
bill. Our honorable state representative Alexander
proposed this legislation, that would change are deeply
entrenched special act. To have a referendum on land
that we put a deposit on and legally agreed purchased.



Thompsonville Fire Department

11 Pear]l Street
Enfield, Connecticut 06082-3501
Telephone 860-745-3365 Fax 860-745-1492

Chief Francis A. Alaimo

And have a referendum on a building we are about to
put up.

What is very troubling to me, in Representative
Alexander’s words published Thursday, February 7,
2013 in the Enfield press. After submitting the bills, he
stated on that day in the Enfield press. This is probably
not the best approach to solve these problems. He stated
there would be many questions raised about this being a
constitutional bill. He also said when these bills got up
here they would be reviewed by lawyers at the capital,
and this would be a very difficult process

Please base your decision on the safety our Firefighters
and residents that we protect in the Thompsonville

community.

Respectfully submitted
e o (7 (oo s

Fran01s A Alaimo
Fire Chief
Thompsonville Fire District
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Fahey & Landolina, Attorneys LLC
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487 Spring Street

Windsor Locks, Connecticut c6096
Telephone: (860) 627-8300
Facsimiie: (860) 627-6817

EMail: tom@faheyland.com
carl@faheyland.com

Thomas W. Fahey, Jr.
Carl'T. Landolina

March 1, 2013

To Members of the Standing Committee on Planning and Development
Re: House Bills 6153 and 6237

Dear Members:

This office represents the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Thompsonville Fire
District located in Enfield, Connecticut. | have been asked 10 comment on proposed
Bills 6153 and 6237. Both bills are an attempt to unreasonably interfere with the
District's efforts to construct a much-needed fire station. As such the Board of

Commissioners oppose these bills.

Based upon a review of relevant legislative history it appears that the
Thompsonville Fire District was created by a special act in 1935. Its predecessor,
Enfield School District #2 can be traced back to a special act adopted in 1889. The
School District was merged into the Fire District in 1933. In total, there appear fo be
at least 7 legislative actions comprising the history of both entities. These are dated
1889, 1895, 1905, 1907, 1911, 1935 and 1937. In each and every instance where
these acts give authority to the Districts to act, that authority is given to a Board of
Commissioners duly elected at biennial elections. There is no mention in any of
these acts of legislative power being given to the voters of either district.

As we are all aware the town meeting form of government has a long and rich
history in our state and its existence can be traced to colonial times. While there is
much to say in favor of this form of government it is not necessarily the rule in each
of our 169 towns. Many municipalities and fire and sewer districts have allocated
local legislative authority to councils and boards of commissioners. There is nothing
unusual or antithetical about this. The legislature has clearly demonstrated on
numerous occasions that the legislative function in the Thompsonville Fire District
should be delegated to the Board of Fire Commissioners. The current proposed
legisiation attempts to undue this long history but only with respect to a single
transaction. In our opinion this type of “one-off” legisiation is antithetical to good

government.

WiwordDocs\Clients\Thompsonville Fire DistrictiLtr House Bills 61 53 & B237.doc



This Committee should be mindful that the District's actions thus for have been
lawful. A contract for the purchase of the property is already in place and financial
resources have expended on engineering, architectural and legal fees. Accordingly,
any attempt to change the District's charter at this late date could be considered ex-

post facto and its legality would be in question.

With respect to proposed bill 6153 the District also opposes this legislation. Quite
simply this legislation violates in inviolate “one-man one vote” rule. As you know
limited fiability companies are pass-through entities. If this bill were adopted it would
allow the members of numerous limited liability companies to cast numerous votes
on any issue. Individuals who own more than one property in a given municipality
are not permitted more than one vote; why should those who stand behind the veil
of a limited liability company be given that right? This makes no sense and is just

plain bad law.

For these reasons the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Thompsonville Fire
District oppose these bills.

Carl T. Landolina

wWwordDoes\ClientsiThompsonville Fire DistrictiLtr House Bills 6153 & 6237.doc



Thompsonville Fire Department
11 Poarl Street
Enfield, Connecticut 06082-3501
Plione: 860-745-3365 Fax - 860-745-1492
Connectiout State Flre Safety Code
Abatement Order of Fire/life Safety Hazards

2013/02126

CRRTIFICD MAIL RETURN RECEIPT #4: 7611 1570 0003 1547 3724
Thompsonville Fire District # 2

clo Mr. Robert Glllesple - Commlssioner

34 Walnut Streat

Enfleld, Connecticit 06082

Re: Thompsonville Fire Depariment 11 Pearl Streat

Dear Thompsonvilis Fire Distrlct # 2
cfa Mr. Robert Giliespls - Commissfoner;

On 2013/02/26, an inspection was conducted by Paul E.Censki, of the premise localed at 11 Peart Street, for the purpose
of detarmining compliance with the Connecticut Fire Safety Code and applicable standards, adopted pursuant to General
Stalutes, Section 29-292, 29-393, The code and aald standards are available for your Inspection at thig Office.

Tho alleged violatlons found on the date of the Inspoction are fisted on the attached Inspaction report, The conditions found
in the altached report could lead to serlous hindrance in life safety of the occupants in case of fire and Is contrary to law.

ORDER TO COMPLY! You are hers-by ordered to take proper corfective action to remove or remedy all listed violations
within Thirty (30) days from the day that this notice Is received, unless otherwise noted on the attached Inspection report,

If you belteve that complianca with the Code will Impose an unreasonable hardship, and that alternative methods of
achieving an equivalent levet of Iife safely could be attainad, you may request, In writing, & modiffcation of the requlrements of
sald code as outlined In Connacticut General Statute Section 29-298, If you helieve compliance will take more time than that
spocifted, you may request an extension of ime prior to the expiration of the thirly {30) day perlod, unless otherwise noted on
the altaohed Inspoction report. Sample forms for application for modification and extenston of time for compliance are
available from this office. In additlon you have the right to appeal this order pursuant to Conneatiout General Statutes Section
29-306 for a1 period of not more than thirty (30) days from receipt.

Plans/specitications for work to be done shall be submitted to this office prior to the commencement of any construction.
This review of ali plansfapecifications would avold unnecessary expense that coutd result from nonsemplylhg changes.
Please nole that the correction of cartaln violations may require proper permits and approval from the building official and
other local agencies prior to any construction.

This is the only order vou will regeiye. This Office will conduot a relnspection of the premises to detarmine
campllance with this order after the expiration of the thirty-day (30} or the time perlod noted on the inspsction reporl. Your
failire to corply with this order within the ime perlod spacified as determined by said reinspaction constitutes your failure to
comply with the Gonnaecticut State Fire Safely Code which may subject you to criminal prosecution as prescribed by Connecti-
cut General Statutes Section 29-308 with panalties of a fine not less than two hundred dollars {32003 nor more then one
thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisonmaent of up to six months, or both, as prescribed in Connecticut General Statute Section
20-296. Non-compliance may also result In a clvil proceading against you as authorized In Connecticut General Statute
Section 29-300. :

This offioe Is looking forward to working with you In the interest of fire and life safety for the cormmunity and awails your
timely response regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Paul Censki- Fire Marshal
Fila No: 126-11

Cne.
Rev 1901 FC ‘ ﬁgﬂ
TG0 CICZTELODE XV T2:CT £1023/L2/80m



THOMPSONVILLE FIRE DISTRICT #2
11 PEARL STREET, ENFIELD CT 06082

February 271, 2013
New Fire Statlon, Thompsonville Fire District #2

Below please find an itemized list of the expenses incurred and paid for
the Lincoln Street building project for the fiscal year 2012 - 2013, to dalte.

Pacheco & Ross, Architects - services July 1- July 31 2012 $994.50

Pacheco & Ross, Architects - services Aug. | -~ Oct. 31 2012 $5,967.00
Pacheco & Ross, Architecis — services Nov. 1-Nov 302012 $1,989.00
Pacheco & Ross, Architects — services Dec. 1- Dec. 31 2012 $1,989,00
Pacheco & Ross, Architects — services Jan. 1 - Jan, 31 2013 $3,381.30

Hesketh Surveyors/Engineers - services through Nov. 3 2012 $5,137.50
Hesketh Surveyors/Engineers - services through Dec. 31 2012 $11,154.40
Hasketh Surveyors/ Engineers — services Jan.l - Feb, 2 2013 $8835.64

Tyler & Tyler, Attys, —services Oct, 24 -Dec. 31 2012 $5,714.00
Tyler & Tyler, Altys, — services Jan.l — Feb. 5 2013 $2.475.00
Fahey & Landaoiina Attys. - services Dec, 2012 - Jan 2013 $4.,884.25
GIA - Geo Environmental Sys. — services for Jan 2013 $4,595.27
Town of Enfield PZC Special permil fee - $547 .82
Town of Enfield IWWA — fee for new building $130.00
Town of Enfield -- deposit for land $1.000 00

Total to date : $58,794.468

y.
SinGerely, ) ~ /

D\/U/O/ﬂ\,/ &_’ /{\A AN,

Mpnica C. Ryan _ \S . )

District Secretary/ Trecisurer

PHONE: (860)745-3365 « FAX: (860)745-1492
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Fire Marshal Paul Censki
11 Pearl Street
Bufield, CT 06082

Dear Fire Marshal Censki:

Recently, Fire & Life Safety Specialist Frank DellaMura of our Burcau of B¥ngineering
assisted your office in the inspection of the Thompsonville Fire Station, 11 Pearl
Streot in Bnfiold. This was to provide guidancoe regarding citations noted in an
inspection report. Bnclosed is a copy of onryeport for your use and guidance.

If you have any questions, please contact Fire & Life Safety Specialist DeliaMura at
(860) 685-8350.

Sincerely,

Dpouph . Kirngotise
Joseph W Kingston

Pire & Life Safely Supervisor

Office of State Fire Marshal

IWEK:ch

Huclosure

1111 Country Club Rond
Mlddletown CT 06457
‘Pols B60-685-8380 - ITax: 860-685-8359
An Equal Opportunily fimployar



Connecilcut Daparimant of Public Safoly QFFICE OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL 5P-1009-C

Diviston of Fro, imargancy & Bullding Servicas BUREAU of ENGINEERING
Caso Numbor: Characlor of Repoit: Dale of Report: -
A-0100-12 R Spacial Asslgnment Jan 10, 2012
Raport By: To Rendor Second Opinion [ Towmn:
Frank DollaMura On LEM cllations In an oxisting town | Enfiold
firo houso.
fIre and Life Safely Specialist Page 1 of 6 Pages
X INITIAL SUPPLEMENTARY CLOSING
DATE & TIME OF  Monday January 8, 2012
MEETING: 1000hts
Thompsonville Fire Station
| .OCATION: 11 Pearl Streot
Enfleld, Ct.
FIRE MARSHAL:  Paul Censki
11 Pearl Street
Enfleld, Ct. 06082
Telephone: (860) 7453360
BACKGROUND: As thoe result of a Bureau Of Engineering ~ Raquest For Seivices, this

i T

NEGETTE
Il vew o2 H

wiiter was assigned By Fire and Life Safely Supervisor Joseph
Kingston OSFM, to assist with reviewing an inspoction report and'to .
rofute or affirm the cltations In this report from the local IFire Marshal
as thoy apply to the 2005 Comnecticut State Fire Safety Codo,
(CBFSC).

The bullding in question Is a 2 story brick structure built in 1939 and
houselng fire trucks and equipment on the 1% tevel and offices and
sleaping areas on the 2™ |ovel. Thero are a total of 6 heds In the
main bunk room and 1 bed in the Gaptaln's Room adjacent to this

hunk room,

The offices on the 2™ tavel are administrative offices for the Fire
Chief and Assistant Chlef as well as the Fire Marshal. There Is also a
‘fralning Room off the main corridor. This level s servicod by 2
stairtowers which are noted as the North & South stalr. There is also
a ships ladder from this level to a tower, (thls space Is unused).

There Is a full basement which is used by the on duty fire service staff
and has a full kitchen, a dining room and lounge area. The hasement
also has storage aroeas and mechanical, olectrical and furnace rooms.



ACTION TAKEN:

FFire profection in this bullding Is noted as a serles of ACIDC
interconnected sinoke dotectors in the Bunk Room, Captain’s Room,
ihe stalrtower oulside the Bunk Room as woll as in the Equipment
Rooin off this stair and the interlor corrldor. These wore tested at this
tine and operated properly. No detection was noted on any other
levels. There are also fire extinguishers placed throughout tho
building.

As a result of the Request FFor Services a meeting tool place at the
ahove noted location. Present dusing the inspection portion of this
asslst were Asst. Chief Paul Nabors of the Thompsonville Fire
Department and myself. Flre Marshal Censkl was prasent during the
roview portion In which we went over the violation list, A copy of this
list Is Included In this report. This list included 13 areas of violations
cltad by Marshal Censki.

At this time a walk through inspection of this firehouse was conducted
to verlfy these violations, Chief Nabors did accompany me on thls
inspecilon. Photographs were taken throughout this inspaction. His
citations are as follows with our comments:

Citation #1- CSFSC, Part IV, Section 26.1.2.3 ~ The 2" floor Bunk -
Room Is not separated properly from the non residential occupancy
below by any of the 3 oxceptions. (Fxceptions include a 1 hr, firo
rated separation for the exits or an approved, supervised automatic
sprinider system In the nonresidentlal ocoupancy or the nonresidential
occupancy ls protected throughout' by an automatlc fire detection
system). This section is not applicable, (see comment helow In
cltation #2), as the Bunk Room ls determined to be under the
classification of a One Family Dwelling, Chapter 24. Section 24.1.2.3
requires the 3 noted exceplions, only when there are multiple
occupancies above a nonresidential occupancy.

Clation #2- CSFSC, part IV, Section 26.3.3.1.1- No required fire
alarm system In this building. (The Bunk Room portion of this bullding
will be classified under Chapter 24- One & Two Family Dwellings with
ho spocific fire alarm roguirements. Presently there are 5 heds
located In the 2", floor Bunk Room and a 8" bed in the adjacont
Captain's Room. Our office reviows this concept/use within an
“oxisting” Fire House/ Flre Station as a mix use, with the primary use
belng Storage, under the provisions of Part IV, Chapter 42 of the
CSFFSC, and the other as a One and/or Two Family Dwelling under
Chapter 24 of Part IV of the CSESC. Our review of this concept as a
One andfor Two Famlly Dwelling In a Flre Fousef/Fire Station, is that
the highest ranking offlcer is the “Family Member” and the lower
ranking firefighters as the permitted outsiclors, and If the outsiders are
6 poersons or less, it Is reviewed under One andfor Two Famlly



Dwellings).

Cltation #3- CSFFSG, Part IV, Section 26.3.4.6 ~ Hold open dovicos
waroe noted on Bunk Room doors leading to the exit.(No requirements
under Chapter 24).

Citation #4- CSFSC, Pait IV, Section 39.1.2.2.1- The offices on the
oM |ayel are not proper separated from the parking/storage atea
helow by the required 2 . firo reslstance rating or 1 hour rating i
sprinklered. It was also noted that the doors to this 2™ level have had
thelr latching devices tampored with and are not able to latch. (Photo
H6).

Citation #5- CSFSC, Part IV, Section 42.2.10 - % fi level Is missing
exlt signage In many areas.

Citatlon #6- CSFSC, Part 1V, Section, 7.6.2.1- exiting not allowed
through {storage joomns}. (Although an exit from the kitchen/lotngo
area dooes go through the storage room, there is a 2" remote exit that
leads to an exit stair). Photo i 24

Cltation_#7- CSFSC, Part IV, Sectlons 8.3.4.1 and 8..3.6.1- varlous
areas in the basement do not show compliance with these sactions.
Volds and penetrations for cables. Condults, pipes, tubes,
~ combustion . vents, and exhaust vanls, and simitar ltems t{o .
accommodate slectrical, mechantcal, plumblng -and communications
systems that pass through a wall, floor, or floor/celling assembly shall
- po protected by a flrestop systom or device per-section 8.3.6.1.
(Photos 25 & 26).

Basement storage area not separated by 1 hr. fire rating. (Photo # 21)

Citation #8- Kitchen exhaust hoods with an approved fire suppression
gystem along with proper gas shut off to appllances are needed.
Kitchen shows iwo, 4 bumer gas stoves. (Photo #22). The citation
refers to sfoves or equipment producing grease- laden vapors. A
visual Inspection of these stoves shows that they were well kept and
clean, without any obvious grease hudldup.

Gitation #9- FM Censki cited numerous viotations of the CSFSC in
the North Stair and are as follows:

Section 7.1.3.2.1(8) - Openings In exit enclosures shall be limited to
doors from normally occupled spaces. (Flectrlcal Room in the
hasement level, hormally unoccupled, opens Into the exit enclostre).
Also, door Is not properly rated. (Photos 18 & 19).

Note: This soclion Is also violated on the 2™ Javel as an
a¢juipment/storage room is located off the landing in this level and



opens into the stair.

Section 7.10.8.3.1- Any door, passago o staliway that is neither an
axil nor a way of exit access shall be identifiad by a sign that reads as
follows: NO EXIT. (Violation noted in the area leading onfo the
Apparatus floor).

section 7.1.3.2.1(1) — The separation shall have not less than a 1
hour fire reslstive rating whore tho oxit connects 3 storles or foss.
Bottom of the stalr, from the gym, not properly separated. boor is
held open, with no positive latching. Also, this door does not have the
propor flre rating as it has a large portion of plexi- giass. {Photos # 18
& 17).

Also, door in this stair on the 1% level which leads to the Apparatus
Floor Is not properly rated, (wire glass), and has no latching device.
The door has 4 sections of wire glass each measuring 11 %" X 19 %",
(Photo # 14).

{Although this door yneots the requirements of NFPA 60-1999- Tablo
1.7.4, the wire glass portions do not have labeled frames nor do they
meet the raquirements of Section 1.7.6 of this standard}.

Cilation #10-_South Staby ~( basement to 1 o floor) ~

. Section 7.1.3.2.1 Enclosure ndt properly rated at top or hottom of

staliway. Bottom of this stalr has a wire glass door. Wire glass -
measurements are approximately the same as the door in the North
Stair. (Photo #28, top & Photos 30 & 32, hottom).

{Again, the overall wire glass dimensions are noted at 912 s¢. Inches,
which Is below the allowances noted In Table 1-7.4 (1202 In.2), the
doors do not meet the requirements of Section 1.7-5 of NFPA 80,
1999 adition).

Compressor door not self-closing and positive latching. (Photo #29)

Part IV, Section - 7.1.3.2.1(1)- CSFSC - No separation found at the
bottom of the stalr.(Photos # 23 & 24)

Part 1V, Saction 8.3.5.1,(CSIFSC) — penotratlons must be sealed or
fire ratad. (Photos 265 & 26)

Cltation #11 Stalrs 1% 4o 2™ floor — Door from Apparatus Floor to this
stair not properly rated and has no posilive latching., Wire glass
window to the Apparatus Floor from this stair compromises the rating
of this enclosure. { Photos 30 & 32)

Part 1V, Saction 7.1.3.2.4(6), CSI'SC Jntermediate office/storage
area located off this stair, Room (s normally unoccupied. (Photo i 31).



Citation # 12 Boilor Room -

Part IV, Sectlon 8.3.3.3, CSFSC, - fire doors shall be self- closing.
Door to boller room did not self- close. This was a heavy 2 %" thick
metal door which was extremely hard to open and close. (Photo #27)

Open junction boxes were hoted above this bofler although they were
hard to see In the photo, #26.

Citation # 13 - Exit signage per Section 42.2.10 -Means of egress
shall have signs in accordance with Section 7,10, (Many areas In the
basement and main level apparatus floor were lacking thess signs).

ACTION None
PENDING:

CONCILUSION: The Offlce Of State Five Marshal concludes with the findings of the
local Flre Marshal, that numerous fire code violatlons exist and need
to be corrected. However, based on the 2™ floor oceupancy being
classified as a One Family Dwelling instead of a Lodging/ Rooming
House. No flre alarm system will be required.

Violations regarding storage apd maintenance Issues were also noted
but not addressed In-thls report as they can he easily remadied by
simple housokesping procedures, (theso include storage in the Boller
Room and under the exit stairs). The main concerns were tho
separation issues noted in the exit enclosures.

Also, no smoke detection was present on any level other than the 2™
which Is a violation of Part |V, Section 24.3.4.1(3), Smoke detection
needs to be nstafled In the basement lounge area as this Is a part of
the requirement or detection on each lovel of the dwelling unit,

SUBMITTED BY: REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY:
ﬁ{{ﬂéﬂi—wn b fnpity

FrankDellabdura Jokdph Kingston _ ¢

Firo and Lifo Salely Speclalist Flro and Life Safoly Suparvisor

Field Servicas Saction

DATE:, /‘Eﬁ £, 2o/ DATE: f%é) 2,2&-’/2;

Fv X enfdiFD



Heslketh

Civii & Traffic Engineers ¢ Surveyors s Planners » Landscape Architects E A Hesketh
& Associates, Inc.

February 27, 2013

Chief Frank Alaimo
Thompsonviile Fire Department
11 Pearl Street

Enfiald, CT 08082

RE: Engineering Services for New Firehouse, 35 north Main Street, Enfield, CT

Frank:

Per your request, | am writing to indicate the involvement of our firm in the approval process and
development of the fire house proposed on the corner of Lincoln Street and North Main Street.
in November of 2012, we were engaged by the Thompsonville Fire Depariment to generate site .
development plans and assist in the local approval process with the Town of Enfield.  Our
services to date have Included conduct of a lapographic and boundary survey, coordination with
legal council, the project architect, and the project team, generation of layout and landscape
plans, grading and soil erosion and sediment control plans, utility plans, site development
details, and conduct of a drainage analysis. We have also assisted and reprasented the
Depariment at public meetings with the Thompsonville Revitalization Committee, Enfield Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA), Enfield Inland Wetlands Commission, and the Enfleld Planning and
Zoning Commission (PZC), as well as a number of town staff coordination meetings.

As yolt are aware, to date, we have received approvals from the Enfield ZBA and the Inland
Woetlands Commission. Currently, we have an application pending before PZC and are
scheduled to make a presentation to the Revitalization Committee tomorrow evening. We
anticipate that the TPC will close the public hearing at its first mesting in March and take action

al Its second March mseling.

| hope this letter adequately explains our involvement in the process to date. if you need
anything else, please do not hesitate to call me. | can be reached at 860-653-8000.

Sinceraly,

Chief Engineer

CT Offlce: 6 Creamery Brook » East Granby, CT 06026 _ Tel 860.653.8000 « Fax 860.844.8600

NC Office: 146 MW Broad Street » Southern Pines, NC 28387 Tel 810.692.2844 ¢ Fax 910.692.3350
www.fahesketh.com




£55 Winding Brook Drive
Suite 402

Glastonbury

T 06033

BE0-286-8200

Tax: BA(HES2-B590
wwangza,com

GLA Engieers and
Geolluvironmental, Inc, Scientists

Febraary 28, 2013
File No. 05.0045098.00

Chief Frank Alaimo
Thompsonville Fire Department
i1 Pearl Street

Enfield CT 06082

Re:  GZA GeoEnvironmental Inc.
Environmental and Geotechnical Engineering Services

Dear Chief Alaimo:

GZA GeoEnvironmenta! Inc. (GZA) has been pleased to provide our environmental and
peotechnical engineering services to the Thompsonvitle Fire Department in Enfield CT.
These services were performed for the new Fire Station project site on Lincoln and North
Main Street in Bnfield. GZA hag also provided environmental enginecring services at the
existing Fire Station located at 11 Pearl Street in Infield.

Our services related fo the new Fire Station project have involved performing a Phase |
Bnvironmental Site Assessment for the new parcel in accordance with ASTM Standard
B1527-05. This involved the review of on-site conditions; review of plans and other
materials for the project; review of hislorical conditions; and review of local, state and
federal records and databases lo establish whether environmental conditions were present.
Qur Phase 1 report, published in January 2013, did not indicate the presence of Recognized
Buvironmental Conditions as defined under the ASTM ctiteria.

GZA has also performed geotechnical explorations and testing at the new site to evaluate
the subsurfacc conditions and provide recommendations for foundation design and
construction. The geotechnical investigation included the excavation of test pits to
cvaluate the presence and consistency of existing fill and drilling and sampling soil borings
to evaluate the engineering properties of the fill and natural soil at the new site. GZA
personnel wore on site ta prepare logs of the test pits and borings and document observed
conditions. Laboratory gradation testing was performed on soil samples to verify field
visual classifications.  Our geotechnical engincering report was issuned in Febrpary 2013
and presented our findings and included our recommendations for: bearing capacity for
foundation design; removal of existing fill below footings, slabs, and pavement; site
preparation; and fill placement,

Durintg our undertakings for the new Fire Station project we worked closely with your
Department and the project team including Pacheco and Ross Architects, FA Hesketh and
Associates, civil engineers, and your legal counsel] including Fahey and Landolina and

An Equal Oppocevaity Ewployer MFVIH
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Tyler and Tyler. The team interaction included several team meetings as woll as public
hemings before Town Wetland and Planning and Zoning Agencies.

As contracted by the Depariment, we have also performed environmental services at the
existing Fire House to help address several environmental matters. We performed a
subsurface environmental investigation to check soil and groundwater conditions at a
former underground storage tank that had leaked and had been removed jo 1995, The
investigation involved the dritling of soil borings and monitoring wells and environmetyal
lab testing of soil and water samples. Qur draft report is under preparation and is expected
to serve as a final closure report to the Fire Marshall and CTDEEP for the former heating
oil tank. We also worked at the existing station with your vendors TRI 8§ and BESTECIH.
We logged the inspection and cleaning by TRI-S of an oil-water-separator; and
BESTECH's work to remove mold and miidow in the basement as well as defining the
location and discharge point for floor drains at the existing fire station,

UZA anticipates providing geotechnical engineering review of plans and specifications and
field services to the Department during construction of the new North Main Street {ire
station to observe and document that the contractors implement our geotechnical
recommendations and perform the work in general accordance with the plans and

specifications,

We trust this letter covers the information you requested regarding GZA’s services, We
appreciate this opportunity to provide our services. Based on our understanding of the
schedule, we expect that the new Tire Station broundbredkmg will happen this coming

spring.
Please contact us with any questions or input,
Very truly yours,

GZA GEOENVIRONMENTAL, INC,

. g
Stantey I. Dynia, LEP, RS, CPSS Gary uc/x LFP
Principal Consultani Principal”

I W;L( ( ""» i

“Dan Kinavd, PE
Associate Principal

I\ 435,000-4549945098.098 TR 5098-00.gJc\Fuv and Geotech Bng Services.docx



' Public Meeting
April 10, 2012
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Thompsonville Fire Department
The Site




WWQEE@E\Ea Fire Department

The Facility

is report summarizes the suitability of the existing fucility
to continue serving as a fire station into the future.

> It does not necessarily reflect suitability for other purposes.
»>This is an Essential Service Facility per Building Code.

> This facility is subject to Title II requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The DQOJ has
definitively ruled that fire stations are not exempt from the
requirements of the ADA.

> There are specific requirements unigue to fire stations,
such as FEMA, NFPA, OSHA, Homeland Security, and the
Building Code.




Hr_aiwmo:i:m Fire _Um@miima
Problems

Apron 1s too small and
unsafe.

inherently

Impediment to pedestrians and vehicles

Apparatus must use road as turn-
around space.




Ceiling heights are too
low to allow access to
truck compartments.
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Problems




Thompsonville Fire Department
Problems

In addition to moisture in basement, there
have been significant floods. Most recently
in 2003: 3> — 4’ of water in the basement. In
1955 floodwaters rose to the first floor.

Repairs and
other stop-gap
measures
cannot solve
the problem.
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Problems

Moisture intrusion 1s
a constant problem
365 days/ year.
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roblems

Water runs through
electrical service and




psonville Fire D
Moisture Probl

Despite numerous and frequent repairs,
moisture penetration in walls continues.
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Structural Problems

There has been an ongoing
20 year battle with
structural slab failure.

Reports from 1987,
2001, 2007 and 2008

Structural repairs in
1988, 2001 and 2007

Conclusion from structural engineers — “The spalling that has
occurred can be expected to happen again as moisture continues
to rust the reinforcing steel... the concrete floor itself will need to
be replaced”
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Fire Departmen
tural Problems

Structural failure
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Structural Problems
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Departm
lems

There is no Ansul
system or buildin
sprinkler system. The
kitchen has already
experienced a fire and

was destroyed in the
2003 flood.
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Problems

epartment

nadequate parking
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Problems

Existing Site Plan

°No room for
M Tat B2l R e -
expansion T N NN

*No room for
operational
requirements
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Problems

No rmb&omgoa accessibility
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Problems

No gender separated
bunks/baths/lockers
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Problems

Lack of adequate storage
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Problems

Multi-level response




_?_oiw%im__m Fire Department
Problems

specialized
rooms




Despite walls built
around pole, exhaust
enters sleeping areas

Thompsonville Fire Department
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Problems
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Minimal heating and .
ventilation
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hompsonville Fire Department
Moisture Problems

Exterior water d



Thompsonville Fire Department

Issues not depicted

»NFPA 1500 Provide Health & Fitness program and space
for all emergency personnel

»NFPA 1581 Provide separated areas for:
» Disinfection
» Cleaning

»Disposal of medical waste

»Equipment Storage

»Laundry for PPE, uniforms, and structural fire-fighting equipment
»FEMA FA-168

» Integrated training

»Damage potential from lateral forces



Thompsonville Fire Department

Conclusion

Today we are facing:

* An over-burdened facility

* Dangers to firefighters and their efficiency

» Inadequate space and structure for modern equipment
* Impediments to response

» The need for a structure for the next seventy years

Despite the current use, the basement should not be used
for any habitable purposes and in fact should be
abandoned.

Due to lack of expansion space, and extent of renovations required,

a new facility is the most cost-effective long-term solution.



Thompsonville Fire Department
since 1939

Number of Calls

2000

Anpual Number of Calls

Year




g P T e

Fast Forward 70 years:

.... and Now

Equipment size and the
nature of response has
changed dramatically. The
building has been outgrown.




Regulations, Codes and Standards
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PACHECO ROSS ARCHITECTS, P.C.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE FACILITIES

DAVID J. PACHECO, AIA — CA, CT, DE, NJ, NY, NC, R, VT, TN, TX
DENNIS A. R0OSS, AIA — CO, CT, ME, MD, MA, M1, MO, PA, NH, NJ, NY, TN, VA

February 6, 2013

Frank Alaimo, Fire Chief
Thompsonville Fire District
11 Pearl Streel

Enfield, Ct. 06082-3501

Dear Chief Alaimo,

Frank I’ ve attached an April 2012 public presentation that PRA put together that summarizes problems at your
existing fire station. You should also print the entire report from Loomis and Loomis Inc. Structural Engineers for
their summary and history of ongoing structural, corrosion and detertoration issues.

The major points of both studies are as follows:

»  Structural deterioration of the apparatus bay floor

» Constant leakage into the basement

» Ongoing mold growth in the basement due to leakage

» Health and safety issue for the responders

» Current building does not meet any current codes or regulatory requirements
It is the professional opinion of Pacheco Ross Architects, P.C. that the existing facility has lived its useful life. It
does not make “firematic” or monetary sense to attempt a renovation. The building should be abandoned as a fire
station and response should be relocated into a modern facility on a different site.

A new, modern facility on a different site will meet codes and regulatory requirements, be fully accessible in
accordance with ADA, will have a proper response drive of adequate length to meet FEMA FA 168
recommendations (safety issue) and will not have the ongoing health and safety issues of the existing facility.
Additional benefits include on-site active and classroom training for respondexs, all living and response on the
same floor level for safety and lower response times and a facility that is well insulated and energy efficient.

Sincerely,

E
v

Vhodh it el

Dennis A. Ross, AIA

@ Pacheco Ross Architects, P.C. 72 Voorheesville Avenue, PO Box 558, (518) 765-5105 fax: 765-5807
Welr: www. pric-pe.colil Voorheesville, NY 12186 Email; mall @ pra-pe.cont




Office of the Fire Commissioners
‘Thompsonville Fire District 2
Enfield, Connecticut

October 22, 2012

Matthew Coppler
Town Manager
Town of Enfield

Dear Matf,

At a special meeting on Friday, October 10™ 2012, the Board of Commissloners of
‘Thompsonville Fire District #2 unanimously voted to accept the Town's offer of
the purchase price of $160,000, for the existing lot adjacent to the Higgins School,
Map 28/L.ot 99. Development of a new Fire Station will be on a lot approximate
size of 1.01 acres.

The sale is contingent on approvals from all land-use boards and/or any Local,
state and Federal permitting that may be required.

We will need permission to access the lot to begln architectural and engineering
work. Attached s the project schedule provided to us by pacheco Ross Architects.
As you can see the schedule is very aggressive but Pacheco and Ross feel it is very
doable.

We have directed Chief Alaimo to continue discussions with you and to keep the
Commission apprised of developments,

Sincesely,
i,ﬂa W (o thi —
Chairman, Boatd of Commissioners

i1 Pearl Street, Bofield, CT 0GOR2
Phone 860-745-3365 Fax 860-745-1492



PACHECO ROSS ARCHITECTS, P.C.
EMERGENCY RESPONSE FACILITIES

DAVID 1. PACHECO, AIA = CA, CT, DI, N), NY, NC, Rl VT, TN, TN
DENNIS A, ROSS, AIA — CO, CT, ME, MD, MA, M1, MO, PA, NI1, NI, NY, IN, VA

Project Schedule

New Fire Station
THOMPSONVILLE FIRE DISTRICT #2
October 18, 2012

October 22,2012 .o - Contingent land sale ngreement request
- Start of architeetwral and engineering desiun For site
(Start banel use deasvings)
- Site survey starl

November 2012 ..., - Design, meetings, drawings and budgets for project
- Site geotechnical veport

December 2002 (i, - Final fund use approvals complete
- District avranges bank financing

Jauary 2, 2003 L - Bank finaneing in band (Final fand use approval required)
- Start Construction Docwmends for projeet {(4-Months)

May L2003 L oo~ Profect out to bid (3-4 weeks)
- Permitting for construction

May 28,2003 - Construetion bids due

May 28 - Jane 10, 2013 ..o - Evaluate bid vesulls

- Bank approval of bids

- Finalize land purchase

- Sign conslruction contracts with quatified low bidder
June 19,2013 (o, - Start of construction (360 days)

Junc 5, 2004 ., - Substantial Completion of conslruction work
- Start of Dislrict space fit-out

June 5= luly 5, 200d .o - Punch list and project close-owt

July 5,201 ..o - Final Completion of construction work
- District move-in

Scheduie is based on input from Thompsonville Fire District

© Pacheco Ross Architeets, P.C. 12 Voorheasville Avenue, °0 Box 538, (518) 765-5105 fax: 765-5107
Wb sowavpra-pe,com Vaorheesville, NY 12186 LEmail: mgilenpra-pecom



